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PASTOR’S PONDERINGS 

 Each Sunday I close the worship with 

John 3:16 and the summation of Luke’s parable 

of the Good Samaritan text. (Luke 10:25-37). 

The ministries we are called to do focus in on 

Jesus’ simplified, yet complex commands. We 

hear and do the word of God…that call and 

response thing I keep talking about.  I believe 

that both hearing the call and doing the 

response is necessary and are equally required. 

 

 In the Roman text above, Paul begins a 

unique appeal to transformation of character 

that marks a major transition from theology to 

ethics. Up to this point Paul has been 

developing a new theology, essentially 

Christianity. He is telling us now that you have 

the foundations down…now…go do it! 

 

 I believe, like Paul, that Christian ethics 

are grounded not in law but in the mercies of 

God and are a response of gratitude to the grace 

of God. We then present our bodies to declare 

that the gospel affects all of us as the whole 

person. But we are not a dead sacrifice but a 

living one. 

 

 Paul instructs us that our existence must 

not be conformed to this world (live in the 

world but not be of the world) but transformed 

by the renewal of our minds. A renewed mind 

is essential to the discernment of God’s will 

and the transformation of life. “Intelligence is 

not enough. Intelligence plus character — that 

is the goal of true education.” Martin Luther 

King Jr. was only a college student when he 

penned these words in an article entitled “The 

Purpose of Education” that was published in 

Morehouse University’s The Maroon Tiger in 

February 1947. Almost 73 years later, they are 

important food for thought about the purpose 

of education and theological education. 

 As Presbyterians we prize education. It 

is in our DNA. We are both a people of the 

Book and a people of many books. My title is 

Teaching Elder, as well as Minister of the 

Word and Sacrament.  I had to have an under-

grad degree, a Master of Divinity degree, and 

pass the ordination exams before I could even 

stand before the Committee on Preparation (full 

oral examination).  All the while being 

transformed in the Holy Spirit to live out my 

faith fully.  Karl Barth would call that the Great 

Disturbance! What we believe disturbs how we 

live. In other words, the knowledge and 

experience of God’s great mercy impacts and 

transforms us. 

 

 I look at all education as being a cycle in 

a process. One of a call, of sacrifice, of 

purpose, and of doing.  I also believe it applies 

to all education from grade school through high 

school and continuing through college and 

beyond regardless of your degree path. We 

work to renew our minds and we participate 

with the Holy Spirit in demonstrating 

transformation that leads us to join Jesus’ 

mission to the world. James Montgomery 

taught me this (and many of y’all) and how it 

applied to all of our lives, especially through 

scholarships to assist folks to go on to higher 

education.   

 

 Side note:   We have almost depleted our 

scholarship funds and I can tell you they have 

helped a good number of our “kids” with their 

very expensive journey.  If you find that you 

would like to participate in helping our kids’ 

futures, please contact Nikki as we have a 

number of funds set up just for that purpose… 

it is really Presbyterian!  We will be providing 

a list of folks who have benefited from these 

scholarship funds in a future newsletter. 

“I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living  
sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. Do not be conformed to this world, but 
be transformed by the renewing of your minds, so that you may discern what is the will of God—what is 
good and acceptable and perfect.” Rom. 12:1-2 NRSV 
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 Beginning in 2018, we established 

classes for the First Presbyterian Church 

Learning Center (FPCLC). These are seminary 

level courses (don’t let that scare you) where 

we dig deeply into the subjects being presented. 

We did a Gospels overview, The Book of Acts, 

and the Book of Romans. This February we 

will begin a class on What it Means to be 

Presbyterian. Then we will pick up the some 

more of the Paulene Epistles, General Epistles, 

and then Revelation. We also run two 

additional adult bible studies; Tuesday 

mornings at 10am we do a Women’s Bible 

Study and on Wednesday’s at noon a Men’s 

Bible Study. I’ve been asked if there is a way 

we can do an evening bible study? We hope 

that this will be met by our Wednesday 

Evening Life Groups and Sunday morning 

Sunday School.  
 

 Why all the education? Your Session 

believes that in the educational foundations we 

find a stronger, more vibrant, and educated 

believer. If our foundations are there then going 

outside the four walls of the church is just a 

natural flow.  
 

 This all leads us back to the fundamental 

that the educational process begins with God’s 

mercy (Romans 12:1)…that brings us Salvation 

Romans 1:16).  Though we all sin, our merciful 

God gives righteousness through grace, not 

works (Romans 3:9-28). Out of mercy, Jesus 

gives us peace, perseverance, character and 

hope (Romans 5:1-4). Nothing can separate us 

from God’s mercy in Jesus Christ (Romans 

8:37-39). 
 

 Responding to God’s mercy is no longer 

theoretical, but fully disturbs our lives.  

Whether we study full time at school, attend 

school part-time, or attend FPCLC Bible study 

courses we often must juggle schedules and 

reconfigure commitments so that we can thrive 

in their classes and “renew our minds.” 
 

 We may parse Greek and Hebrew verbs; 

and theories of the atonement, sanctification, 

and justification are critiqued. We may read (or 

purchase) some books but what is performed is 

that the content of our minds is shaped and 

renewed. So the truth that Christian doctrines 

assert about God, is a truth that must influence 

and shape us. 
 

 But we must not forget the purpose of 

our learning, our knowledge; The holy grail of 

education is fruitful ministry.” This ministry 

emerges from a life transformed by the Holy 

Spirit to bear the image of Christ.  
 

 We must participate in the Holy Spirit’s 

sanctifying power through spiritual disciplines 

like devotional and academic Bible study, 

prayer, life groups and worship to experience 

transformation and embody these 

transformations. The renewing of our minds 

alone will not transform us. The renewing of 

our minds is critical so that we can first discern 

God’s good will for ourselves and the world, so 

that we can then live it out by the power of the 

Spirit. 
 

 Once sanctified and the divine will for 

us, of course, is to join Christ’s mission to 

transform the world through God’s redeeming 

love. This means that the transformation that 

we ourselves experience is matched by our 

participation in the transformation of the whole 

world, so that God’s will is done on earth as it 

is in heaven (Matthew 6:10). After all isn’t that 

why we are taking classes…  To be able to 

boldly go out and preach the Good News of the 

Gospel of Jesus Christ and do the work he calls 

us to perform? 
 

 I pray that this is the year that you find 

time to join us not only in worship but in 

studies as well. You will join beginners and 

world class theologians (yes we have some of 

those) in growing your horizons and building a 

stronger foundation so you have the tools to 

profess your faith and further the kingdom of 

God. 

 

Peace, Pastor Ken 

PASTOR’S PONDERINGS Continues... 



  

 

to the choir, youth, instrumentalists, handbell team, Pastor Ken, the worship 

committee, and service volunteers for beautiful Advent and Christmas services. The cantata (with 

30 singers!) was upbeat and moving, and the Longest Night service provided a ray of hope and 

comfort in a season that is often difficult. On Christmas Eve, when we raised our candles high and 

illuminated the sanctuary, I was moved to tears, as I am every year at that service.  

 

 2020 is upon us, and we look forward to all the opportunities we will have to worship and 

serve God in the year ahead. Choir and handbell rehearsals will resume on Wednesday, January 8. 

We will observe the sacrament of the Lord’s Supper in worship on January 5, and the Loud Offer-

ing will be taken up the next week, January 12. The choir will soon begin preparation for our next 

musical service (to be presented on Good Friday, April 10, 2020 at 7pm). 

 

 Please join us for Wednesday rehearsal at 6:30pm and Sunday rehearsal at 9:30am if you 

would like to sing with us on Sundays or for special services. If you are interested in participating 

in music ministry at First Presbyterian Church of Lake City, speak with me before or after worship 

on Sundays, call the church office at 386-752-0670, or email me at tim@fpclc.org. 

 

 

“You let me stand on a rock with my feet firm, and you gave me a new song, a song of praise to 
you. Many will see this, and they will honor and trust you, the Lord God.” – Psalm 40:2b-3, CEV 

Music Notes Tim Redding, Worship Coordinator/Music Director 

3 

FINANCE Diane Ellis, Elder 

Monthly Reports –November 

  

Finances November  

Contributions $41,840.38  

Expenses -$46,008.09  

Excess/Deficit -$4,167.71  

  

Finances Year to Date  

Contributions $355,643.90  

Expenses -$401,081.62  

Excess/Deficit -$45,437.72  



  

 TRESURER Gene McNeill 
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 We have had a great stewardship campaign for 2020.  As of mid-December, our 2020 pledg-

es have significantly exceeded those we received last year.  We also expect to receive enough con-

tributions in December to at least come close to covering all of our expenses for 2019.  Your Stew-

ardship and Finance Committees along with the Session and all the other committees, under Pastor 

Ken’s leadership, have done a commendable job of managing our finances.  This is of course de-

pendent on the congregation’s generous pledges and contributions. 

 

 All of this is good news, and the joy we are experiencing is evident, especially during the 

children’s time each Sunday.  The less favorable news is that the pledges received so far this fall 

along with the estimated other income are still about $28,000 short of supporting the proposed 

2020 budget.  This budget is based on continuing our church’s generous contributions to local and 

world missions, while also continuing to improve our physical facilities as necessary, and continu-

ing to support all the programs that are clearly growing this church.  Instead of reducing the budget 

and cutting any of this, the Stewardship and Finance Committees, with Session approval, have de-

cided to give the congregation one more opportunity to pledge if we have not done so, and to revise 

and increase our pledges if we have already pledged.  I’m sure there are a number of                 

individuals and couples over 70 ½, who have to take a Required Minimum 

Distribution from their IRA.  We will not know until the end of December how 

much this will be, but it will likely be a significant increase from the amount withdrawn this 

year.  This will mean the pledge can be increased if the initial pledge was based on income which 

was certain at that time.   

 

 Nikki is printing some additional pledge cards that will be available in 

the Administration Building and in the Narthex.  If you haven’t pledged, you 

will be able to smile and experience the joy of service.  If you have pledged, 

the joy you are experiencing will increase along with the revised increase in 

your pledge. 

 

 Everything we have comes from God, which is why we can’t buy salvation.  However, Pas-

tor Ken reminds us of the two greatest commandments in his benediction each Sunday.  Following 

these will give us salvation.  It will also assure that we will give not because we have to but because 

we want to, and that we will give of our time and money both generously and joyfully!!! 
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HOSPITALITY Terri Millikin, Elder 

will resume on January 15th 
and run through May 20th.  

   January Menu: 
 

   15th  — Fried Chicken 

  22nd  — Salisbury Steak 

   29th  — Mexican Night 

Fellowship 

Where did 2019 go!  
 

It has been a whirlwind year with so much to be thankful for. The renovation in the Fellowship Hall 

and kitchen just makes everyone want to smile!  

 

Wednesday night fellowship dinners will resume on January 15th and run through May 20th.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hospitality is looking forward to a wonderful 2020! Happy New Year! 



  

 YOUTH DIRECTOR Johnny Brown, Staff 

 

Thank you to everyone that baked, made and donated items for our 

youth bake sales the past three months. And thank you to everyone who 

bought items and donated money as you enjoyed the wonderful treats. I 

am learning quickly that this church family is very generous. Thanks to 

your help, the youth were able to spend a Sunday afternoon shopping for 

gifts for the Angle Tree Project.  We had a great day as we shared lunch, bought gifts and 

talked about how blessed we truly are. 

 

 It was a full day as it was also the first youth Sunday since I started as Youth Director. 

The youth sang in the choir and served in other roles during the worship hour, and I was hon-

ored to bring the Word.  We look forward to having more Sundays like this one as we encour-

age the youth to grow and share in our worship time. 

 

 We also had a great time over the past couple of months working with Tim and the choir 

on the Cantata.  The youth had fun and I think that they did a great job as well.  We have a 

good bit of talent in our group. 

 

As always, thank you for loving and supporting us in this ministry. If you ever want to get 

more involved, just get with me. It’s a blast! 
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January 

Communion Sunday

9:30am Sunday School(EB) 3pm OCR:Communications 1:30pm RM104:Rachel Circle 10am OCR:Intercessory Prayer

9:30am Worship Team(MR) 4pm RM108:Joy Seekers - Life Group 5:30pm RM106:Christian Ed. Mtg. 5pm MR: Handbell Practice

10:30am Worship(S) 5pm RM112:Hospitality Mtg. 5:30pm Girl Scouts Troop 525 (205/210) 6:30pm MR: Choir Practice

11:30am Fellowship Hour (FH) 5:30pm RM108:Personnel Mtg.

5:30pm RM106:Mission Mtg.

EB: Den Cub Mtg. (2nd Flr, RM104/106)

FELLOWSHIP HALL CLOSED

9:30am Sunday School(EB) 4pm RM108:Joy Seekers - Life Group 9am RM104:Congregational Life 10am OCR:Intercessory Prayer

9:30am Worship Team(MR) 5pm RM112:Property Mtg. 10am FH:Women's Bible Study 12pm Men's Power Lunch @ LEC

10:30am Worship(S) 5:15pm FH/K:Feed My Lambs 1pm RM104:Seekers Mtg. 4:30pm RM112:Sister Act Life Group

11:30am Fellowship Hour (FH) 6:30pm EB:Den Cub Mtg.(2nd Fl r, RM104/106)5pm RM104:Worship Mtg. 5pm MR: Handbell Practice

11:30am Youth after Church 7:30pm EB:Pack 85 Committee Mtg. 7pm FH:Round Table 5:45pm FH:Dinners/EB:Life Groups

6:30pm MR: Choir Practice

9:30am Sunday School(EB) 4pm RM108:Joy Seekers - Life Group 10am FH:Women's Bible Study 10am OCR:Intercessory Prayer

9:30am Worship Team(MR) 6:30pm EB:Den Cub Mtg.(2nd Fl r, RM104/106)5:30pm RM106:Finance Meeting 12pm Men's Power Lunch @ LEC

10:30am Worship(S) 5:30pm Girl Scouts Troop 525 (205/210) 4:30pm RM112:Sister Act Life Group

11:30am Fellowship Hour (FH) 6:30pm FH:Art League 5pm MR: Handbell Practice

5:45pm FH:Dinners/EB:Life Groups

6:30pm MR: Choir Practice

9:30am Sunday School(EB) 4pm RM108:Joy Seekers - Life Group 10am FH:Women's Bible Study 10am OCR:Intercessory Prayer

9:30am Worship Team(MR) 6:30pm FH:Pack-85 Recharter Dinner 5:30pm RM106:Session Meeting 12pm Men's Power Lunch @ LEC

10:30am Worship(S) 4:30pm RM112:Sister Act Life Group

11:30am Fellowship Hour (FH) 5pm MR: Handbell Practice

11:30am Youth after Church 5:45pm FH:Dinners/EB:Life Groups

6:30pm MR: Choir Practice

FELLOWSHIP HALL

EDUCATION 
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2020 
12pm Ken Rotary OFFICE CLOSED Till  11am FH: Girl Scouts Lock-in

5pm FH: Girl Scouts Lock-in

12pm Ken Rotary OFFICE CLOSED

12pm Ken Rotary OFFICE CLOSED

12pm Ken Rotary OFFICE CLOSED 10am FH:Youth Art League

6pm FH:Living Sober

12pm Ken Rotary OFFICE CLOSED

CLOSED

BUILDING CLOSED

James Montgomery
"Mr. Mont"

2pm



  

 
WORSHIP Roberta Whitaker, Elder 

Thanks to all who ordered poinsettias to make our sanctuary festive. 

Please be sure to take yours by January 5th. 
 

With the new year comes some slight changes to procedures for volunteers who 

give their time to our Sunday service.  This includes all ushers and usher captains, 

liturgists, power point, education bldg. greeters and sanctuary greeters. 

 

There will be a short “refresher” meeting of all the volunteers at 

11:45 following the service on January 19   We will gather in the 

sanctuary into appropriate groups. 

 

 

If you cannot attend, we will do a follow-up the next Sunday, Jan. 26th. 

 

Best wishes to all for a blessed 2020 as we look forward to bigger and brighter 

happenings at FPCLC ! 

 

PROPERTY Lee McDuffie, Elder 

If anyone would be interested in 2 pews, please see 

Lee McDuffie. 
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In the month of December the scouts had a service day, were in the 
Christmas parade, and had a Christmas party. 

SCOUTS Tristan Wilks, Troop Historian 

10 



  

 

 Attendance 
  

    1st  -   138 
 

    8th -   160 
 

    15th -   183 
 

    22nd -   141 
 

    29th -   142 

This and That…  

You can now pledge online 

by visiting this link  

https://forms.gle/

MSaPRCY1M1bFTbUQ7 

or emailing Nikki at                     

admin@fpclc.org 

THERE IS STILL TIME 

TO TURN IN YOUR 

PLEDGE CARD 

Some things to know: 
 

 Get here early 

 Carpool if able to 

 In lieu of flowers he requested that funds be designated to his 

memorial. 

 Additional Parking available at Parkview Baptist and the            

Columbia County School Board. 

 Watch from home by visiting www.live.fpclc.org or our YouTube. 
 

James Montgomery 
"Mr. Mont" January 11th  

at 2pm 
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 Meet the Elder—Clerk of Session 

1. How long have you been an elder? 
 

  I was ordained as an elder in January 1992 . 
 

2. If you have been an elder of more than one committee, what was your 

favorite one and why?  
 

  I have been the chairman of 5 different committees and current-

ly serve as Clerk of Session. I particularly enjoyed my time on Youth 

Committee.  We planned and implemented events for the youth, including 

mission trips and visits to Montreat.  I was one of the Youth Advisors so I 

participated in these activities and developed wonderful relationships 

with the young people.  These youth are now adults and have families.  It 

has been a blessing to see them grow and prosper both physically and 

spiritually. 
 

 

3. What is the most rewarding experience as an Elder?  

  As Clerk of Session I represent the congregation when the Sac-

rament of Baptism is observed.  Being an integral part of that spiritual 

celebration is both sobering and rewarding.  It is a true honor .  
 

4. What is the most challenging issue as an Elder & how was it resolved?  

  I have been on Session during the transition period between 

pastors three different times.  Change is always difficult.  Although chal-

lenging, I was glad to be there to welcome the new pastors, to share our 

heritage as a church,  and to embrace new ideas . 
 

5. How has being an Elder enriched your faith?  

  Being an Elder has helped me understand that sitting in the pew 

at church is not enough.  Worship is very important, but faith is enhanced 

by complete participation.    For me, this has been realized in service as 

an Elder and as a Sunday School teacher. 
 

 

6. Do you have anything additional you would like our congregation to 

know?  I challenge people to get involved with a ministry.  Join a com-

mittee, become a teacher, serve as a  liturgist or usher.   There are so 

many things you can do. 

Janie Killian 
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Blanche Crockett   01/02 

Larry Price   01/02 

Mary Grover   01/03 

Norm Taylor   01/04 

Carol Bradshaw   01/05 

Jan Osborne   01/06 

Bailee Ambrose   01/07 

Doris Butler   01/10 

Johnny Brown   01/11 

Matt Killian   01/14 

Laila Striebel   01/14 

Doris Clark   01/15 

David Stevenson   01/15 

Shirley King   01/18 

Herb Ellis   01/20 

Shirley Giebeig   01/20 

Sharon Greene   01/20 

 

 

Beverly Schulz   01/21 

Lane Green   01/22 

Archie St. John   01/23 

Kathleen Cooper   01/24 

Cheryl Whigham   01/24 

Mark Emerson   01/31 

 

SERVING THIS MONTH 

Ushers - Martin St John (Head Usher) 
01/05   Carole Robertson, Sean Adams, & Judy Benvenuti  
01/12   Charles Kime, Joe & Sharon Persons   
01/19   Olivia Adams, Debbie Spenser & Tom Adams  
01/26   Nan McNeil, Frank Hadley, & Carole Robertson  

 
Ed Building Greeters            
01/05   Nick Whitehurst  
01/12   Milner Osborne   
01/19   Ed McKnight   
01/26   Larry Elshoff   
 
 
Sanctuary Greeter   

Nancy Howe 

 

Liturgists    PowerPoint 

01/05   Nancy Howe  01/05     Nikki Hubler 
01/12   Janie Killian   01/12   Carol Verducci  
01/19   Howard Whitaker 01/19   Rod Glass  
01/26   Mark Kirby   01/26   Carol Verducci  

 
 

Kennon, Mike & Marie   01/02 

Douglass, Larry & Helen   01/11 

Roberts, Jim & Clara   01/14 

CLASS OF 2020 

 Don Baggett    Personnel  

 Jennifer Blevins   Stewardship  

 Marty Fraser   Christian Education 

 Lenore Matsubara Communications 

 Terri Millikin  Hospitality 

 

 

CLASS OF 2021 

 Bev Anthony    Seekers  

 Diane Ellis    Finance  

 Jordan Green  Missions 

 Cheryl Whigham Congregational Life 

 Roberta Whitaker  Worship  

 

 

CLASS OF 2022 

 Rod Glass    Nominations 

 Janie Killian    Clerk of Session  

 Scott Moore   Youth    

 Lee McDuffie   Property  

 Michael Sexton Elder-at-Large  

RULING ELDERS 
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@FPCLC 
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FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

697 SW Baya Drive - PO Box 469 

Lake City, FL 32056-0469 

386-752-0670        

 

 

 WEBSITE 
 www.fpclc.org   
                                         
 FACEBOOK 
 https://www.facebook.com/FPCLC 
 
 YOUTUBE 
 https://www.youtube.com/c/FirstPresbyterianChurchofLakeCityFL 
 
 LIVE WORSHIP SERVICE 
 http://live.fpclc.org/ 


